September 2015

Dear Resident:
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If We Take Good Things In Life For Granted,
We Can Easily Lose Them!

PO Box 204
Riderwood MD
21139

Our neighborhood is no different. Development
pressures and simple neglect occur slowly and with
the rush of our daily lives, we may seldom notice.
Over time, these can be damaging. So it has been
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malaise. There was a noticeable disconnect between
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individual properties and those areas left forgotten.
To address these concerns, the Greater Ruxton Area
Foundation (GRAF) was established as a result of the
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recommendation of the Association’s 2001 community
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plan. GRAF is separate from the ASSOCIATION being a
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501c3 entity.
Our beautification and preservation mission strives to
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restore and maintain unique elements of our community
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that have been neglected. These include open space,
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park land, streetscapes and historic resources.
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In addition, GRAF provides property owners an option,
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other than development, to place qualified land in
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a preservation land easement. Strict IRS guidelines
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apply. GRAF has accepted to date 15 preservation
easements representing more than fifty acres thus
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avoiding further development.
None of this progress would have been possible
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without the financial support from over three
hundred of our community property owners.
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Member of the National Lands Trust Alliance and Partner with the Maryland Environmental Trust.

Malvern and Bellona rec

laimed land in village

core

Before

ject

dge Pro

He
Bellona

After

In a world where we seldom see the results of our contributions, we can in our own neighborhood, by
supporting the GRAF preservation & beautification program. In addition, our restoration projects represent
an investment of over $300,000 since we began. Maintaining our sites is equally challenging yet essential
to long term community stability.
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As GRAF enters its fifteenth year, our projects are maturing and have become
an uplifting part of the local landscape but are NOT to be taken for granted.
Please join with us and your neighbors to see that the GRAF efforts continue.
Consider a tax deductible donation to GRAF as an investment in your community
as well as your own property. During the past five years our average contribution
has been over $200. We require this level from at least 300 residents
to maintain our program. While all support is welcome, we urge all to
participate at a $200 level or more if possible.
You can find the complete history as well as the impact of our
projects by visiting ruxtonfoundation.org. PayPal is an option
available on our website.
Sincerely,

Thomas Weadock
President
GRAF Development 2014

James F. Knott, Jr.
Vice-President
GRAF Development 2014
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We can take a message from the father of American landscaping,
Frederick Law Olmstead 1822-1903, that these “spaces need to be visually
compelling so they restore and nurture our sense of community spirit.”
The Greater Ruxton Area Foundation has a cooperative agreement with the Maryland Environmental Trust and is a member of the National Lands Trust.
Our Federal and State tax filings are available for review at our office in the Rider House, 8013 Bellona Avenue, Riderwood, MD 21139.

