
Board of TrusTees

President 
Joseph M. Coale

Vice-President 
Robert C. Lewis

Treasurer 
Sibley G. Classen

Secretary 
Kimberly Warren, Esq.*

Sibley G. Classen

Frederick Eisenbrandt 

George R. Grose

Barbara Guarnieri* 

Biff Hearn*

James F. Knott, Jr.

David Meese 

Tom Weadock

Katharine R. Mountcastle*

R. Edwards Taylor

C. Barry Truax*

Christopher West, Esq.*

David Whitman, Esq.

Office: 
Peggy Squitieri 
410-494-7757

*Past Association Presidents

October 2014

Dear Resident:

When our beautification mission began in 2001 each 

project stood out in stark contrast to what had been 

there before. These “sudden impacts” attracted 

community attention. Through generous donations, the 

Foundation has reclaimed and enhanced ten visible 

areas. Our efforts must now aggressively maintain 

these so they continue to serve as anchors and for 

encouraging surrounding areas. Broad community 

support is essential for this strategy to continue to work.

The eclectic nature of our community’s development over 

the years has created a unique and treasured charm 

but it has also presented challenges. No 

provisions or standards were provided for 

maintaining untended for parcels. There 

cannot be a disconnect between well 

manicured, privately owned properties 

and neglected open space within the 

community. The same standards we apply 

to our own individual properties must 

also be applied to the surrounding areas 

especially when located on visible byways.

As important as our continuing preservation and beautification work is, the unsung 

heroes of the Foundation program are the preservation easements that we have accepted 

from property owners as an alternative to 

development. These include preservation 

easements for historic structures as well 

as the Rider House and the Riderwood 

Railroad Station. This tool is instrumental in 

preserving the special character of Ruxton 

and Riderwood from inappropriate infill 

development. Over the years, since being 

truly rural, our community has enjoyed a 

measure of that tradition which must be 

preserved for the future. 

Member of the National Lands Trust Alliance and Partner with the Maryland Environmental Trust.

Colonel Ruxton Moore Springhouse

Bellona Hedge Project

PO Box 204
Riderwood MD

21139



In purely economic terms, one can also argue that supporting the 

Foundation contributes to both sides of the residential buy/sell 

transactions. People don’t just buy a house, they buy into a 

community and when they sell, a dominate factor of determining the 

sale price is the quality of the 

surrounding community.

The Foundation has established 

a web-site to update all residents 

with our mission, accomplishments, historical highlights, project 

photographs, development publications and financial contributors. 

http://ruxtonfoundation.org 

Enclosed please find a pre-addressed return envelope for your  

tax deductible contribution. Or if you prefer, please visit the  

web-site where you will find a PayPal link for submitting secure  

tax deductible contributions. 

Over the past five years our average contribution has been about 

$200. While any support is welcome, we urge all to participate at 

this level or better if possible. 

Sincerely,

Robert C. Lewis James F. Knott, Jr.
Co-Chairman Co-Chairman
GRAF Development 2014 GRAF Development 2014

The Greater Ruxton Area Foundation has a cooperative agreement with the Maryland Environmental Trust and is a member of the National Lands Trust. 
Our Federal and State tax filings are available for review at our office in the Rider House 8013 Bellona Ave. Riderwood, Md. 21139.

Malvern and Bellona reclaimed land in village core

Before

After

Prominent local Realtor, Brandon Gaines, put it best, “We hear again and again, 
‘location, location, location’ is the determinate factor in valuing residential properties. It’s just good 

business to keep your community to a high standard and all values will benefit. A tax deductible 
contribution to the Foundation’s program is an excellent investment for every property owner.”

Before

Top photo: Major Donors Reception September 

14 at Samuel’s Hope ( l to r ) Joe Coale, Sarah 

Caldwell, James Knott, Brian Rogers

Bottom photo: Guest Speaker Rodney Little, 

Director Maryland Historical Trust

After


