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Dear Neighbor:

Through the generous support of our community residents over the past 

decade, the Greater Ruxton Area Foundation (GRAF) has made steady progress 

in promoting its program of “preservation and beautification.” 

Donations have been put to work restoring long-neglected open spaces, 

installing native Maryland plantings, protecting historic assets and accepting 

land preservation easements. 

We ask you to consider continuing your financial support because, quite simply, 

dollars make the difference. It’s up to us to take responsibility for how our 

community looks. No one else is going to do it. 

We take immense pride in our individual properties, but the appearance and 

maintenance of the neighborhood that surrounds and frames our homes is 

equally important. This is why the work of GRAF is so critical.

Your tax deductible contribution will result in further improvement and 

maintenance of the community we all cherish. 

This year marks the beginning of bicentennial activities for the War of 1812. 

The residents of Ruxton, Riderwood and Lake Roland area communities played 

an important role in this second ”War of Independence.” Our efforts this year 

will be a tribute to these great local patriots and recognize the proud legacy 

they left to us.

Sincerely,

Joseph M. Coale 

President

Member of the National Lands Trust Alliance and Partner with the Maryland Environmental Trust.



A Legacy 
Remembered

War of 1812 bicentennial celebrations will begin this 

year reminding us of Baltimore’s glory days. Although our 

community was not known as Ruxton until the 1880s, our 

residents and strategic location played a very important role 

in repelling the redcoat invaders. 

After sacking Washington and with the British fleet sailing up the Chesapeake in the 

late summer of 1814 to attack Baltimore, many local farmers, as members of the 

state militia, were called away from their homes and hearths. They were ordered to 

bring their plow horses and squirrel guns to face the best equipped and advanced 

army in the world. To be honest, the British really didn’t want to be here either. 

Having beaten Napoleon they wanted to go home and relish the victory of having 

saved Europe from the French. Coming here was for them a clean-up detail unworthy 

of their newfound status. However, come they did. 

“Thank you GRAF for improving the 
appearance of our community. The 
Ruxton area hasn’t looked this good 
since I was a child. I hope everyone in 
the neighborhood will support GRAF 
too! Thank you for all your work!”

Jean Maddux
Bellona Avenue

“All of us at J.McLaughlin appreciate the 
Greater Ruxton Area Foundation and 
Association for their efforts in keeping both 
our community and village a very special 
place. In the years ahead, J.McLaughlin looks 
forward to supporting the preservation and 
beautification mission.”

Josie Worthington
Manager, J.McLaughlin

“There is so much good to say about the 
Foundation and its results: the park on 
Ruxton Road, Bellona Avenue plantings and 
clean-up, preservation of the Riderwood 
Station and Rider House as the office and 
meeting center for RRLRAIA. Let me know 
where to send my donation!”

Arthur B. “Skip” Steuart
Bellinham Court

“Preservation and beautification 
of our community are being 
successfully achieved by the 
Foundation’s efforts.” 

Sibley Classen
Chelsea Street

Boyce Avenue Park

Riderwood Railroad Station Bowen Wall at Rider House

Bellona Hedge ProjectRoland Run Mill Stone
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Before Lake Roland (1860), on the western shore of the Jones Falls where it joined 

with Roland Run, was the Bellona Gunpowder Mills. The mills, owned by a group of 

Baltimore businessmen, had been established in 1800 to supply gunpowder for a 

growing domestic market. In early 1812, the Federal ordnance officer ordered the 

purchase of 200 barrels of powder from the mills to supply Fort McHenry.

As the British approached, commanding the local troops in the field fell to Ruxton’s 

namesake, Colonel Nicholas Ruxton Moore, whose 350-acre farm encompassed the 

Circle Road area west to Falls Road. With combat experience in the Revolution and 

local status as a civic leader and philanthropist, Moore was appointed commanding 

officer of the Baltimore County 6th Cavalry District, the unit to which most of 

Ruxton’s forebears here were assigned. 

While guarding the northern approach to the city, it was a very real possibility that 

the British, when confronted by the strong fortifications on the east side, would 

“In our neighborhood, 
‘community activist’ is 
a term of endearment.”

Col. Nicholas Ruxton Moore 
USA Retired

6th Cavalry District
Baltimore County

“A community’s appearance is enhanced 
when public spaces are improved and 
maintained with the same care one gives 
to a home. The Foundation makes a real 
difference, attending to too-often-neglected 
areas within the neighborhood. Supporting 
the Foundation’s efforts in visible, tangible 
improvements benefits us all.” 

David Chapin
Berwick Road

“Kudos to the GRAF for 
providing a focus and 
purpose for the restoration 
of the special community 
we call Ruxton-Riderwood.”

Mike Sicher
Rider Avenue

“Open space bordering our 
major roads helps to frame the 
community’s appearance and 
presentation. The Foundation 
does great work in defining the 
pride we take in where we live.”

Bob Aumiller
West Wind Road

“The GRAF has made much-
needed improvements in our 
neighborhood. It is important 
to support this program so they 
can continue their great work.” 

Mary Jo & Brian Rogers
Ruxton Road

“Neglect of open space along 
our major roads has been 
a problem for many years. 
GRAF initiated a major turn-
around. Give it credit, ‘thanks’ 
and a check.”

Ted Wiese
Rolandvue Avenue

“It is a true pleasure and delight 
to see and experience the 
transformation of so many areas 
of our neighborhood through the 
efforts of the GRAF. The quality of 
life in our community is enhanced 
for all residents and visitors.”

Carol Macht
Walnut Hill Lane

Gotts Hope  House

Boyce Avenue Spring House Ruxton Great Oak

s

“I love the landscaping 
and signage of the GRAF. 
It makes Ruxton more  
of a real community.” 

William Crawley, MD
Rolandvue Avenue



“For a decade now, the GRAF initiatives to 
address highly visible neglected areas have been 
beneficial to enhancing the value and appearance 
of all of our properties. Turning areas that were 
once eyesores into appealing landscapes greatly 
compliments Ruxton-Riderwood.” 

David Meese
Rolandvue Avenue

discreetly swing around and attack from the north down the Old York Road. Had they 

taken this course, the Bellona Gun Powder Mills would have been a prime military 

target of opportunity and the Roland Run Valley could easily have been the site of 

a major battle. Fortunately, after their General Ross was shot from 

his horse, the British lost the initiative and withdrew. Our boys 

bivouacked in the boonies for two weeks at Cockey’s Tavern, now the 

site of Valley Motors. Ruxton kept its anonymity.

This of course does not lessen the glory of their sacrifice. As Winston 

Churchill later said, “They also serve who only stand and wait.”

The Ruxton Oak on Bellona Avenue at Dunlora Road remains the 

only probable living thing that can attest to the glory days in the war 

that finally settled America’s independence. The community can be 

proud of its role.

“The Foundation’s ability to accept 
land easements as a 501(c)3 has 
led to the preservation of valuable 
open space. Open space gives variety 
to the landscape and a respite from 
development.” 

Marty Azola
Lake Avenue

“By its efforts to improve the 
appearance of our long-neglected open 
spaces, the Foundation helps make a 
more aesthetically pleasing community. 
Maintaining these enhancements is a 
key to long-term success.” 

Karen Bisbee
Brightside Road

“As a life-long resident, I have never seen 
the community’s open space look as great. 
Thanks to GRAF’s efforts, we are able to enjoy 
the community’s landscape now more than 
ever. Community support is essential.” 

James Knott, Jr.
Curving Lane

Gate at Rolandvue and Malvern

Bowen House 

Ruxton Great Oak

Roland Run Park

“I’m pleasantly surprised at the 
meaningful improvements GRAF 
has accomplished. With our support 
even more beautification can be 
done from which we all benefit.”

Lindsay Harris
Skyline Road



“The Foundation did wonderful work on 
the historic hedge running along Bellona 
and the light rail. A great reason why we 
all should support this and their other 
community improvements.”

Stuart & Sarah Wyeth
Rolandvue Avenue

“I started gardening at the Rider 
House with Deb Burker for a Lake 
Roland Garden Club community 
service project six years ago. Since 
that time, our club has participated 
in various other Foundation projects 
because we want to help preserve the 
beauty and history of Ruxton.” 

Dene Hogge
Ruxton Road

“The beautification projects that the 
Foundation has fostered help make Ruxton 
a nice place to live and shop.”

Dennis Graul
Army Road

“The West Rockland Association 
greatly appreciates GRAF’s support 
for the restoration of the 19th 
century Switzer bank barn on Falls 
Road just north of Rockland Village. 
As the barn is included in local, state 
and national historic registries as 
well as the Maryland Environmental 
Trust, it is a bucolic reminder of our 
area’s beauty and continuity with 
the past.”

Edie & Jim Garrett
Brooklandville

“We feel fortunate to live in a 
community with a Foundation that is so 
knowledgeable and mindful of the area’s 
past, so passionately involved in its 
continuous improvement today and so 
focused on its long-term well-being.”

Michael Weinfeld
Kittredge Lane 

“The Greater Ruxton Area Foundation 
is a powerful force in beautifying and 
improving the community. In an era 
of limited government funding, we 
need this group to maintain Ruxton’s 
quality of life and uniqueness.” 

Councilwoman Vicki Almond
Councilman David Marks

Baltimore County Council, Towson

“We are fortunate to have a foundation 
that focuses on forgotten parcels of land 
that we pass every day yet take for granted. 
It is only when they have been restored 
to their full potential that we realize how 
blighted they were. It is a program that 
deserves our continued support.” 

Jeffrey Budnitz
Hollins Avenue

Roland Run Park

St. John’s AME Chapel, Parsonage

Rockland Barn, Falls Road

Rider House

Bellona at Maywood Avenue Sidewalks on Bellona Avenue

Boyce Avenue Park

“Preservation and beautification of  
our community is being achieved by  
the Foundation’s program.” 

Tom Weadock
Locust Avenue


